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Synopsis

A puzzling tsunami entered Japanese history in January 1700. Samurai, merchants, and villagers
wrote of minor flooding and damage. Some noted having felt no earthquake; they wondered what
had set off the waves but had no way of knowing that the tsunami was spawned during an
earthquake along the coast of northwestern North America. This orphan tsunami would not be
linked to its parent earthquake until the mid-twentieth century, through an extraordinary series of
discoveries in both North America and Japan. The Orphan Tsunami of 1700, now in its second
edition, tells this scientific detective story through its North American and Japanese clues. The story
underpins many of today’s precautions against earthquake and tsunami hazards in the Cascadia
region of northwestern North America. The Japanese tsunami of March 2011 called attention to
these hazards as a mirror image of the transpacific waves of January 1700.Replaces ISBN
9780295985350
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Customer Reviews

"The relevance of this history to our present-day situation is underscored. This book about the ’big
one’ of long ago should be of special interest to all of us right now."A¢a -4 ¢History Link"A
meticulous and comprehensive piece of scholarship that both draws on the authors’ groundbreaking
research and pulls together hundreds of references on the topic. . . . The text is highly readable and
requires no special expertise, only a scientific curiosity and a willingness to participate in the
assembly of discovery."A¢a -4& ¢Oregon Historical Quarterly"Paddling around the salt marshes and

tidal flats of Washington State, Atwater discovered evidence of earthquakes and giant waves of a



magnitude that seemed, to many, inconceivableA¢a -a ¢until late last year, when a tsunami of
similar power tore across the Indian Ocean killing more than 200,000."A¢a -4 ¢Time Magazine,

naming Brian Atwater one of the world’s 100 most influential people of 2005

Brian F. Atwater, Musumi-Rokkaku Satoko, Satake Keniji, Tsuji Yoshinobu, Ueda Kazue, and David

K. Yamaguchi pooled their backgrounds in geology, geophysics, forestry, history, and language.

Fascinating for the person who is willing to stare the truth in the face. The author, Brian Atwater, is a
dedicated and fascinating geologist and history buff. If you are in emergency management or live in
the Pacific Northwest, you really need to read this... right after you read Sandi Doughton’s

bookA A Full-Rip 9.0: The Next Big Earthquake in the Pacific Northwest

Fascinating study that looks into the past, and evidence of several countries, to reveal what we can
expect in the future! | truly wish all the doubting-dweebs who do not believe it's going to happen, or
compare it to CA non-subduction earthquakes, would read this and then poo-poo the reality....if they
dare. Those are the people you don’t want to be stuck living next door to when it really happens.
They will be un-prepped, yet knocking on...err....breaking down your door with a weapon to try to
take what you have to survive. This can be survived, but as is to aptly stated in the book...you first

have to recognize the potential for disaster, to prepare for and survive it. EXCELLENT book!
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